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Table A5-3: Benthic Species in the Thames River and Tributaries (species that 
are more than 0.05% of the 280,000 organisms sampled in 1997 to 2006) 
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Table A5-4: Aquatic and Semi-Aquatic Species At Risk in the Thames River 
Watershed (May 2010) 

Common Name Scientific Name SARO 2010 COSEWIC 2010 SARA 2010 

Fish 

Bigmouth Buffalo Ictiobus cyprinellus Not at Risk Not at Risk No Status 

Black Buffalo Ictiobus niger Data Deficient Data Deficient No Status 

Black Redhorse Moxostoma duquesnei Threatened Threatened Threatened 

Eastern Sand Darter Ammocrypta pellucida Endangered Threatened Threatened 

Grass Pickerel Esox americanus vermiculatus Special Concern Special Concern Special Concern

Gravel Chub Erimystax x-punctata Extirpated Extirpated Extirpated 

Greenside Darter Etheostoma blennioides Not at Risk Not at Risk No Status 

Northern Brook Lamprey Ichthyomyzon fossor Special Concern Special Concern Special Concern

Northern Madtom Noturus stigmosus Endangered Endangered Endangered 

Pugnose Minnow Opsopoeodus emiliae Special Concern Special Concern Special Concern

River Redhorse Moxostoma carinatum Special Concern Special Concern Special Concern

Silver Shiner Notropis photogenis Special Concern Special Concern Special Concern

Spotted Sucker Minytrema melanops Special Concern Special Concern Special Concern

Spotted Gar Lepisosteus oculatus Threatened Threatened Threatened 

Mussels 

Fawnsfoot Truncilla donaciformis Endangered Endangered Endangered 

Kidneyshell Ptychobranchus fasciolaris Endangered Endangered Endangered 

Mapleleaf Quadrula quadrula Threatened Threatened Threatened 

Mudpuppy Mussel Simpsonaias ambigua Endangered Endangered Endangered 

Rainbow Villosa iris Threatened Endangered Endangered 

Rayed Bean Villosa fabalis Endangered Endangered Endangered 

Round Hickorynut Obovaria subrotunda Endangered Endangered Endangered 

Round Pigtoe Pleurobema sintoxia Endangered Endangered Endangered 

Snuffbox Epioblasma triquetra Endangered Endangered Endangered 

Wavy-rayed Lampmussel Lampsilis fasciola Endangered Special Concern Endangered 

Reptiles 

E. Ribbonsnake Thamnophis sauritus Special Concern Special Concern Special Concern

Queensnake Regina septemvittata Threatened  Endangered Threatened 

Blanding’s Turtle Emydoidea blandingii Threatened Threatened Threatened 

N. Map Turtle Graptemys geographica Special Concern Special Concern Special Concern

Snapping Turtle Chelydra serpentine Special Concern Special Concern No Status 

Spiny Softshell Apalone spinifera Threatened  Threatened Threatened 

Spotted Turtle Clemmys guttata Endangered Endangered Endangered 

 

A "species at risk" (SAR) is any naturally-occurring plant or animal in danger of extinction or of 

disappearing from the province. Once classified as "at risk", they are added to the Species at Risk in 
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Ontario (SARO) List. COSEWIC Status is the status assigned by the Committee on the Status of 

Endangered Wildlife in Canada for the Species at Risk Act (SARA). These include: 

 Extinct (X) – A wildlife species that no longer exists. 

 Extirpated (XT) – A wildlife species no longer existing in the wild in Canada, but occurring 

elsewhere. 

 Endangered (E) – A wildlife species facing imminent extirpation or extinction  

 Threatened (T) – A wildlife species likely to become endangered if limiting factors are not reversed  

 Special Concern (SC) – A wildlife species that may become a threatened or an endangered species 

because of a combination of biological characteristics and identified threats.  

(Source: http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/Species/). 

 

Species at Risk Act (SARA) is a key federal government commitment to prevent wildlife species from 

becoming extinct and secure the necessary actions for their recovery. It provides for the legal protection 

of wildlife species and the conservation of their biological diversity.  

(Source: http://www.sararegistry.gc.ca/approach/act/default_e.cfm) 
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