
 

 
                                                     

 

 

 

 

                  

 

 

 

SPC MEETING MINUTES 
OCTOBER 20, 2017 

Meeting #68 

The Source Protection Committee Chair, Dean Edwardson called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
on October 20, 2017 at the St. Clair Conservation Authority Boardroom.  The following members 
and staff were in attendance;

 Members 
Brent Clutterbuck 
Pat Donnelly 
Dean Edwardson 
Paul Hymus 
Carl Kennes 
George Marr 
Valerie M’Garry 
Don McCabe 
Hugh Moran 

Regrets: 
Kennon Johnson 

      Jim Maudsley 
David Mayberry 
Joe Kerr 
Doug McGee 
Augustus Tobias 
Murray Blackie (SPA Liaison) 
Pat Feryn 

Staff: 
Jenna Allain 
Deb Kirk 
Bonnie Carey 
Linda Nicks 
Girish Sankar 
Jason Wintermute 
Brian McDougall 
Steve Clark 
Katie Ebel 
Jessica Schnaithmann 

Others: 
Brian Wright, MOECC 

Earl Morwood 
Mike Mortimer 
Darrell Randell 
Charles Sharina 
John Trudgen 
John Van Dorp 
Darlene Whitecalf 
Beth Forrest (Provincial Liaison)       
Fatih Sekercioglu (HU Liaison) 



  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 
 

1) Chair’s Welcome 

Dean Edwardson welcomed the committee.     

2) Adoption of the Agenda 

The agenda was approved. 

Moved by Carl Kennes -seconded by Charles Sharina   

“RESOLVED that the agenda be approved.” 

       CARRIED.

          Minutes of the March 24, 2017 meeting were approved. 

Moved by Paul Hymus -seconded by George Marr   

“RESOLVED that the March 24th meeting meetings be approved.” 

       CARRIED.  

3) Delegations 

There were no delegations. 

4) Declaration of Conflict of Interest   

No conflict of interest was identified. 

5) Business Arising from the minutes 

None. 
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    John Campbell gave a presentation on the threats database he has been working on. The 

first tool SWPIP.ca  (Source Water Protection Information Portal) was presented to the 
SPC and at the chairs meeting.  Various searching options were demonstrated such as 
where threats are significant, circumstances, zones, pathogens threats, quantity etc.  
Chemical and pathogens summary tables can be created and information can be exported 
and shared with others. 

 

   

  
 

6) a) Chairs Update from October Chairs meeting 

       Chair Edwardson reported he attended a recent Chairs meeting in Toronto.  Bruce 
Davidson gave a presentation on the Walkerton tragedy which was an important reminder 
of the continuing work being done to protect drinking water.  Notable items discussed 
were Program Funding; Mature Program State; Regulatory Program  Changes; Section 36 
Work plans; and Annual Reporting. Dean advised the committee videos would be shown 
later in the meeting which are part of the implementation work being completed in the 
Thames-Sydenham Region.     

b) New Provincial Threats Tool Presentation  

    The second tool discussed was the electronic annual reporting database which is a secure 
site that requires a password.  In the past a word document was used to collect information 
and the new process will be much simpler allowing the end user to gather information by 
asking yes/no questions. The database is currently in phase one where only provincial 
agencies will be utilizing it for 2017 reporting. Phase 2 will expand the use of the 
electronic database for 2018 reporting. The SPC will not be required to use the database 
but may have viewing abilities and information can be exported and presented when 
required. 

    Jenna Allain relayed the annual reporting process is complicated due to all the agencies   
responsible for implementation and reporting. All implementing bodies need to submit 
annual reports to the SPA by February 1 in order for the SPA’s to summarize and 
complete a regional annual report that is submitted to the Province by May 1st of each 
year. The goal is to streamline the process and make it easier for everyone; it is a work in 
progress and will be for several years.  This is the first year our region will be reporting to 
the Province and the SPC will have opportunity to review the annual report in March  
before the submission deadline.     

 
c) Wallaceburg Nitrate Issue Update

 Girish Sankar gave a presentation on Nitrate Issue Monitoring in Wallaceburg. The 
approved Assessment Report (AR) for the St Clair Region Source Protection Area (SPA) 
identifies nitrate as an issue for the Wallaceburg surface water intake. Modelling work 
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was carried out and identified that all the subwatersheds of the Sydenham watershed 
contribute to the issue of nitrates at the Wallaceburg Intake.  Rather than identifying the 
entire watershed as an ICA, direction from the Technical Advisory Committee was given 
in 2014 to: monitor the nitrate levels at the intake and in the surrounding area; reassess the 
issue of nitrates; and, if required, delineate the ICA and possibly include the entire 
watershed to be in an ICA.  A number of sites were selected for grab sample monitoring 
around the Wallaceburg intake in 2013; 13 sites were chosen.   

The decision to continue monitoring nitrates was also made in part because the Chatham 
Kent Public Utilities Commission (PUC) had initiated an Environmental Assessment (EA) 
on the Wallaceburg and Area Water Supply (2014-2016). This EA assessed various water 
supply alternatives within the study area, including the creation of a new water supply and 
the decommissioning of the existing system. The EA concluded in September 2016 with 
the recommendation to rehabilitate the existing water treatment plant.    

The committee was given this update and asked to consider three recommendations:   

1. Continue to collect grab samples to monitor for nitrates. 
2. Remove nitrates as an issue. 
3. Direct the WTP to collect additional samples during rainfall events. 

    After a discussion a motion was put forward accepting recommendations 1 and 3 of the discussion 
paper, and to review the existing sample sites and consider the addition of new sample locations to 
ensure the right sites are involved.    

 Moved by Darrell Randall -seconded by George Marr   

“RESOLVED that the SPC agreed with the recommendations outlined in the 
discussion paper: # 1 to continue to collect grab samples to monitor for 
nitrates, and # 3 to direct the water treatment plan to collect additional 
samples during rainfall events, and with the additional recommendation to 
review existing sampling sites and consider the addition of other sites.”   

       CARRIED.  

Key points of discussion: 

 The Wallaceburg Intake had an Environmental Assessment completed in September 2016 
which resulted in rehabilitating the existing system as the preferred option. 

 Map were shown to the committee outlining where grab samples have been taken.  It was 
noted that more samples were taken on the West side of the river and that taking more 
samples from the East branch would be beneficial. Girish Sankar reported the existing sites 
can be further evaluated and additional sites for sampling can be included. 

 Jenna Allain noted the CA staff can request funding to complete this sampling. 
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d) Agricultural Policy Challenges 

Jenna Allain advised the committee will be meeting three or four times in 2018 to develop 
the workplan to review the SPP policies. She highlighted the agricultural policies as being 
somewhat challenging now that implementation is underway.    

The first issue relates to a number of agricultural application policies.  The way the 
policies were written is to manage existing threats rather than to prohibit them. However 
the policies require that NMA principals including any prohibitions form the basis of the 
RMP. Essentially if the NMA prohibits something then so shall the RMP.  The NMA 
prohibits application of nutrients (manure, NASM, and/or fertilizer) within 100 meters 
from a municipal well.  There are number of farms affected and in some cases there may 
only be a corner of a property affected. Maps were shown of some of the farms impacted.  
One farmer accepted prohibition but would like to be compensated for the land that is 
deemed out of production and indicated the farm land was there before the well.    

The committee discussed the policies and agreed the intention of the policies needs to be 
discussed further and there may be changes recommended in 2018.  It may be that 
prohibition is still used but under the CWA versus through a management tool (RMP).  In 
the meantime the policies will be implemented as they are now. 

A motion was put forward that the SPP policies, specifically the agricultural policies will be 
reviewed in 2018 and the intention of the policies will be discussed.   

Moved by Pat Donnelly -seconded by George Marr 

“RESOLVED that the policies in the SPP be reviewed in 2018”.     

St. Marys 

St. Marys was noted as having a unique ground water system (GUDI system) with a 
number of farms that will be affected.  The RMOs have decided that the risk of grazing 
and pasturing livestock cannot be reasonably managed within WHPA-A and B where the 
score is 10 in St. Marys. Some farmers are being asked to fence out livestock from these 
areas and one of the farmers would like to challenge the science and does not agree with 
the process. Individual property owners can have a Risk Assessment done on their 
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properties to challenge the vulnerability scoring, but it would be at the landowners 
expense; guidance has not been developed yet for this. 

The question of whether or not St. Marys should have had separate policies given the 
unique vulnerability of the WHPA there was asked.  The intention of these policies will 
also be reviewed in 2018. 

e) Drinking Water System Changes in the TSR 

The Drinking Water System Changes in the TSR discussion paper  was circulated. 
Drinking water systems within the Thames-Sydenham Region will need to be incorporated 
into the Source Protection Plan through an amendment. The next scheduled amendment to 
the plan will be the amendment resulting from  a review of the plan under Section 36 of the 
Clean Water Act. The review will be undertaken in 2018 and a work plan for the 
amendment is required to be submitted to the Ministry of the Environment and Climate 
Change by November 30th, 2018. The timing of when the amendment will actually be 
completed is uncertain, but could be as late as 2022. Changes in some of the wells are as 
follows:  

 The Highgate well in the Municipality of Chatham-Kent is scheduled to be 
decommissioned in January 2018. The policies of the source protection plan will still 
apply to Highgate until such time as the system has been removed from the plan. 

 The Melrose well in the Municipality of Middlesex-Centre is planned for 
decommissioning. The timing of the decommissioning is not known at this time. The 
policies of the plan will still apply to Melrose until such time as the system has been 
removed from the plan. 

 In Shakespeare a new well has been drilled as a back-up supply. The back-up well has 
been drilled on the same site as the production well and there is no change to the 
pumping rates for the system.   

 Pat Donnelly also indicated the City of London is expected to decommission all of the 
emergency wells in the city in 2018.   

The committee agreed before making any decisions on amendments to the AR/SPP to 
incorporate these well changes, to wait and see what happens in 2018 with respect to the 
technical rule changes for the AR/SPP amendment process. 
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Microcystin Presentation 

Jason Wintermute gave a presentation on the microcystin issue.  Microcystin was listed as 
an issue under the Clean Water Act for the Wheatley and Chatham/South Kent intakes.  A 
Microcystin monitoring policy was drafted for the two intakes and Essex Region SPA 
noted in their AR that issues identification work for Microcystin needed to be done for the 
Lake St. Clair intakes. Microcystin was not considered for the Thames river and no ICA 
was identified that may have extended up the Thames river. However, since mid-August 
three blue-green algae blooms have been found on the Thames River starting in Chatham 
and were reported by the LTVCA. There were no impacts on human or wildlife health.   
MOECC is the lead agency in continuing to monitor the blooms and notify stakeholders 
and the public when they occur. It will be important to have the First Nations on the 
notification contact list. 

Don McCabe commended LTVCA for working on this issue. He made note of an 
upcoming meeting in Detroit of premiers/governors where funding will be announced to 
target improving water quality in the Great Lakes.  He noted farmers want to be part of the 
solution and that climate changes need to be considered.   

f) UTRCA Education Campaign and Risk Management Services 

The Source Protection Plan requires municipalities to work in collaboration with the 
conservation authorities to implement an education and outreach program targeted at the 
handling and storage of Dense Non-Aqueous Phase Liquids, in concentrations typical of 
household use. Source Protection staff have developed an educational campaign that will 
fulfill this policy requirement. A sample of the door hanger flyers was shown in the 
discussion paper that is being delivered door to door to residential properties in wellhead 
protection areas. 

Risk Management Services are being provided for seven municipalities within the 
Thames-Sydenham Region.  Agreements have recently been signed to renew the services 
covering the period of September 1st, 2017 to December 31st, 2020. The Municipality of 
Chatham-Kent, the Township of Perth East, the Town of St. Marys, the City of Stratford, 
and the Municipality of West Perth have renewed services and signed amended 
agreements with UTRCA. The City of London has advised of their intent to renew the 
agreement, and is in the process of signing the amendment, while the Township of Perth 
South has not yet made a decision about whether to renew the agreement. Educational 
videos were shown that were developed by UTRCA RM services. 
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g) Overview of SPC membership Terms 

Jenna Allain gave a presentation on the SPC membership terms.  Letters were sent to the 
SPC members in June 2017. 

 8 members were offered extensions to June 2018. 
 7 members were offered extensions to June 2019. 
 4 members were not offered extensions and 2 vacant seats were dropped.  
 The 21 member committee was reduced to 15 members. 

The current membership terms were based on the regulation requiring that the term of all 
current members must expire before January 1, 2020. 

Future SPC membership was outlined as follows: 

 Members appointed in 2018 will have a term that extends to June 2021 (3 years). 
 Members appointed in 2019 will have a term that extends to June 2023 (4 years). 
 Beyond these appointments, all future appointments will be for 4 year terms with 

half of the member’s terms expiring every other year. 

For each expiring municipal representative, the municipalities for which they represent 
will be consulted. Each municipality in a municipal grouping may nominate 1 or more 
representatives.  All nominated representatives will be reviewed and interviewed by the 
Striking Committee (Chairs and Vice-Chairs of each of the 3 SPAs). If only one 
representative is nominated by all municipalities within a municipal grouping, that 
nominee will be appointed by the Striking Committee. If more than one representative is 
nominated, the striking committee will interview the candidates and select one for 
appointment. 

The SPA’s will start the member appointment process in early 2018. Notices will be 
advertised online and municipalities will be consulted in January or February 2018. 
Any interviews required will be conducted in late March or early April 2018 with the 
appointments being completed by June 1, 2018. 

SPC members that wish to stay on the committee are encouraged to apply for 
reappointment. 
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h) Thank-you presentation to Outgoing SPC members

      Committee members who are leaving were thanked for their years of service and 
presented a gift. 

7) Information 

    7a) Oil Spill Liability Article  
          Greely, Ontario Water Supply Article 

The members were given articles, “Oil Spill Liability on Kawartha Lakes Continues” 
article and “Greely water supply” article on the water supply becoming more and more 
toxic with high levels of nitrates. 

8) In Camera Session 

None. 

9) Other Business 

None. 

10) MOE Liaison Report 

Beth Forrest reported Section 36 workplans will be reviewed with this region’s being due  
next November 2018. 16 workplans will be reviewed across the region with 3 due this year 
that can be used as a guide for others.  MOECC will be working on the annual reporting 
which is coming up and advised the group of the RMO training in January in Toronto.  A 
new Minister of the Environment has been appointed, Chris Ballard and the MOECC is 
undertaking some organizational changes. The SP programs branch is moving into a 
combined policy and program division. Beth Forrest advised the committee of her pending 
leave and introduced Brian Wright as her replacement for a year. 

A goal, as per the Prime Minister’s commitment and part of the MOECC mandate is to 
eventually lift all drinking water boil advisories in First Nation’s communities. Beth reported 
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there is a steering committee made up of provincial and federal government and First Nations 
representatives to develop a strategic plan for implementing SP in First Nations communities 
across the province. A pilot program is in place with 15 First Nations participants to develop 
SP plans, to look at infrastructure and operating issues and training certification programs.   
A new division in the MOECC called the Indigenous Drinking Water Programs office has 
been created and assessments are being done on the FN drinking water systems.     

11) Members Report 

Darlene Whitcalf- relayed she was not aware of the First Nations work that is being done by 
the MOECC to implement SP in First Nations, and expressed concerns about overlapping 
systems working toward the same goal.  She was hoping her role on the SPC would play an 
integral part in assisting the FN communities with Source Water Protection.  Beth Forrest 
advised Darlene that announcements will be made soon outlining the details of this work and 
she would ensure she is involved.  Darlene noted how important is it to be consistent, and not 
to lose site of the people who have been involved with the work when new people or new 
funding is made available. She also relayed she would provide a name of Gus Tobias’s 
replacement on the committee.  

Hugh Moran- congratulated Dean Edwardson on his first SPC meeting as Chair. 

Don McCabe -thank-you to Dean for accepting Chair position and reminded the SPC that 
they are here to achieve a goal and wished them well.   

Carl Kennes -made note of the good job on the RMS videos and that only golf courses were 
included in the background. He was advised that the videos are in draft form and other areas 
such as farmland will be shown once permissions are granted from landowners.  

Darrell Randall- reported Ducks Unlimited has received serious grants from the province to 
work with Conservation Authorities to implement wetlands to address phosphorous in Lake 
Eire and the Thames River.  He noted it is a very busy program this year.   

John Van Dorp-reported he was recently awarded the contract with Oxford County, 
Sweaburg Swamp area to farm some of their land and will be working closely with 
Cassandra Banting on this.     

12) Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.  PLEASE NOTE: 
The next SPC meeting is tentatively scheduled for March  23,  2018  and meeting location is to 
be at the St. Clair Region Conservation Authority office.  Staff will confirm the date and time 
in advance of the meeting.  
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